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SIR EDRIC. 



A LEGENDARY TALE. 



WHILE o'er the plaia a lengthened fihade 

Proclaim'd the close of day. 
And through the glen, but faintly stole 

_____ * 

Eve's soft, and dusky i^ay ; 

A warrior, worn with care and thought. 

In pensive sorrow came ; 
Whose graceful form, and deeds of worth 

No strangers were to fame. 

For he, amid the warlike band 

Unequal valour show'd — 
The love of science fiU'd his mind — • 

His breast with virtue glow'd. 

But now that war had ceas'd, and peace 

Was lur'd to M ercia's plain ; 
Each chief the well-known path pursu'd. 

His long lost home^to gain. 

Not so Sir Edric — other cares. 

His gentle mind opprest; 
For Friendship's parting breath bad urg'd, 

A sad — a fond request. 
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And deep he mourn'd the fatal cause^ 
Deep felt the sacred trust; 

And *till this duty was performed, 
Believ'd himself unjust. 

For this, through many a desert wild. 

He many a day had sped. 
Well mounted on his favourite steed 

Who safe through dangers led. 

But now the aid of balmy rest 
His wearied limbs require ; 

And much to find some hamlet shed 
His longing eyes desire! 



^^ Does fancy give ideal forms 
^^ To those dark clouds of grey ? 

*^ Or does a castle, to my sight, 
" Its tow'ring height display ?'* 

He urg'd his steed, and through the gloom 

Saw battlements arise ; 
*^ Welcome, ye lofty towers, which blend 

" Your outline with the skies !'* 

A draw-bridge, fast secur'd within, 

Forbade the unlicensed guest ; 
And the stupendous walls, a rude 

Magnificence exprest. 

Sir Edric paus'd awhile, that he 

The Castle might survey; 
And whilst he view'd the gloomy pile^ 

His heart felt sad dismay; 
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For not one chearing ray of light. 

His strained eye-balls found; 
Nor yet, was his attentive ear. 

Struck with the smallest sound! 

At length the pillar caught his eye. 

To which a horn was hung ; 
And quick he blew so shrill a blasts 

As through the castle rung. 

From whence reverberating slow. 

Through eve's unruffled gale. 
Oft, but more faint, it reach'd the ear. 

Then died along the vale. 

And soon advancing steps are heard; — 

And soon a knight appears. 
Who with uncourteous voice demands 

Why he such summons hears. 

" A warrior faint with toil, presumes 
*^ This night for rest to sue. 
For darkness spreads apace, and hides 
The path he had in view." 






'^ Not unto me, - the knight replied, 

" Belong these vast domains; 
^^ These towers my friend Earl Ruthin won. 
And bravely still maintains ; 



C{ 






But if thou com'st not with design. 
Nor prov'st thyself a foe ; 
^^ Safety and rest thoti mays't enjoy, 
" For these I. can bestow." 
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The draw-brid|;e past, Sir Edric'S thankd^ 

A sullen welcome fomnd^ 
And as they pass'd the spaciou* courts. 

Which buildings vast surround^ 

Deep hollow echoes struck his earc-~ 

'Twas but his own firm treads- 
Yet never had his dauntless ftoul^ 

Before felt equal dread ! 

The portal gained, they long pursued. 

An arched passage way. 
Where from the walls, .some straggling lamps 

Diffused a glimmering ray. 

A large apartment next they gained — 

*^ Here," his conductor cried, 
^^ Thou may*st repose, and soon with food 

" Thou Shalt be well supply'd.*^ 

Cold, damp, and dreary was the place! 

No hearth its blaze supplied! 
A single light serv*d to disclose 

A prison vast and wide. 

Am I to be confin'd, thought he ! 

Then treachery lurketh here; 
For never yet in noble minds 

Dwelt such suspicious fear. 

Could he the passage find, he hop'd 

His steed might be regained ; 
He tried the door, and joy'd to see, 

The bolts undrawn remained. 
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With cautioTis steps he sought his way. 

For dim the tapeirs shone ; 
Till distaut accents caught his ear. 

Which spoke distressful moan! 

At which att thought& of ^ht gaye \i^ay ; 

For yet his generoua heart. 
Had never heard the woe, ib which 

It did not share a part. 

In mut^ attention fix^d he stood^ 

Impatient to discern 
From whence the sound arose; resolv'd. 

That way his steps to turn. 

At length a piercing shriek he heard*-^ 
Then all was sudden hush'd — 

To learn jm more Sir Edric stayed. 
But on impetuous rush'd^ 

And soon he reached th'adjacent tower. 
From whence the accents broke; 

And soon he mark'd the room, in which 
A voice, inhuman, spoke. 

^^ These female arts avail thee not, 

^^ For fix'd is my design ; 
^^ Too long entreaty has been us'd, 

^^ And force shall make thee mine7 



€€ 



Release thy victim, miscreant knight,' 
Sir Edric, entering, cried, 
*^ Or else the force you would employ, 
[^ With me must first be tried, 

JB 3 



POEMS AND 






If to thy breast^ Nature's best gift, 

Mercy, has been deny'd; 
Why do'st thou wear a badge, that says. 

True honour is thy guide ? 



" Thou know'st that little word containa 

*^ All that is dear to fame! 
" Then let me be thy friend, and save 

" Thee from a deed of shame.'* 

Surprize and rage o'erpower'd the Earl, 

His words no passage found ; 
And looking death, the fainting fair. 

Had sunk upon the ground. 

Sir Edric flew to her relief. 

With accents soft and kind; 
And as he rais'd her, strove to chase 

The terror from her mind. 

The furious Earl at length found words- 
Rage flashing from his eyes ! — 

And loudly call'd for arms, that he 
The intruder might chastise. 

Osric, subservient to his will. 

Heard not his voice in vain; 
And on his ready steps attend, 

A servile looking train. 

Who fiercely rais'd their falchions high. 

Sir Edric to assail ; — 
And what against such numierous foes,^ 

Could single might avail ? — 
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0*erpower^d^ he fell; his arms are seiz^d^ 

Himself in fetters ty'd; 
But his unconquer*d soul^ with scorn 

The tyrant still de^ed. 

^^ Twas I, the stranger introduced f 

Said Osric to his friend; 
'^ On me alone^ his punishment 

*^ Most justly should depend 

*^ Twou'd stain thy name and rank^ shou'd'st thou 

^^ With him the combat dare; 
*^ And vict'ry oft attends that arm, 

^^ Made furious by despair. 

*^ Should he repass thy walls, and tell 

" What he has witness'd here, 
^^ From such a tale, too wiell we know 

^^ How much we have to fear. 

^^ Revenge, and safety both require 

'^ That death should be his doom; 
^^ Then let him in the dungeon find 

" Unheard, a living tomb," 

*^ Thou counsel'st well," the Earl replied, 

*^ Such vengeance is my due; 
*^ Nor to the miscreant's pray'rs will I 

^^ Favour or mercy shew" 

^^ No miscreant sues thy favour. Earl," 

Sir Edric proudly cried; 
^^ A knight I am, and oft have fought 

" By our lov'd monarch's side. 
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'^ Amid the woods^ whi^h skirt thy v^ls^ 
" Darkness my steps betray*d; 

^^ And, stranger to the path I Qought^ 
^^ I lost it in the shade. 

^^ Thy turrets gave me hope their ohief 

^^ Possessed a noble mind ; 
^^ And that the rest my toik required, 

" In safety I might find. 

^* I crav*d admittance, and 'twas given, 
" With prompt, and kind accord; 

^^ And as unknown to me, were both 
** The castle and its lord. 






How could I treachery mean, or how 
Commit a base design ? 
'* With but a single arm foppose 
^^ To numerous hosts like thine. 
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Tis true, the cries I heard, awoke 
Compassion in my breast; 

Such as each loyal knight is sworn 
To yield to the distrest. 



'^ Nor will thy cooler thoughts condemn 

" My interposing haqd; 
^' For oft we joy, that passion broke 

" Not, Virtue's stern command. 

** Then let me hence depart, for I 

" Important tidings bear, 
*^ To noble Randolphs castle, meant 

^ To meet his^ dcmghter's ear.** 
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Stair-^ng^ the Earl with added mge 

Gave orders to hia train. 
Who dra^ Sir Edrio on. so §ttcee. 

He finds resistance vu&» 

They reach a sotitaiy tower^ 

And^ horrid to behold I 
A ponderous door the paTemeat Aovr% 

Which massive bar« unfoldl 

Within this dreadful Vmbg toin)^ 

To every ill expoB-d» 
They forc'd the knight^ and then the door 

For ever on him cloi^'dl 

Oh ye! who share the splendid joySj^ 

Which Fortune*8 gifts bestow^ 
And led by Hope's sedneive smiltf ^ 

With future traQ3ports glow, 

O say, could the exulting heart 

Find refuge from despair. 
If one short hour revers'd the scene. 

And planted misery tbere ? 

Such were Sir Edrie^s brighter days— 

Such now his wretched state; 
Famine approacVd, and lingering death. 

His fix*d and certain fate. 

Darkness so hideous^ so profeumd. 

Dwelt in this loathsome plae^ 
The hardiest courage was req|yar'(^ 

Its boundaries to troee. 
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With such firm oonrage moVd the knight-^ 

His steps obstructed were. 
By mouldering bones ; for many a wretch 

Had surely perished there ! 

Reflection now fresh horrors shed. 

O'er the terrific gloom ;— ^ 
He wept their fate, and sunk appalFd, 

Beneath his own sad doom. 

His chilled blood so slowly crept. 

His pulse so feebly beat ; 
That life seem'd from his woe-struck heart 

Just ready to retreat* 

Faintly imprinted on his mind. 

The past adventures stand. 
Like an imperfect hasty sketch. 

Drawn by a trembling hand. 

Almost unconscious, long he lay. 

E'er thought retum'd again ; 
Alas ! by what was thought arous'd. 

But the keen sense of pain ! 

'^ And must the hopes of youth,'' he cried, 

" Untimely fall away ? — 
^^ And its best praise, a well-eam'd name, 
So early know decay? 



(( 



^^ Must a fell tyrant's harsh decree 
" Destroy my bright career? 

^^ Shall my unhappy fate excite 
*^ No sympathizing tew? 
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Ignoble death, alone I fear ; 
*^ Yet had I first achiev'd. 
What to my youth's best friend I owe, 
At death I had not grieved. 



^' Yet how, my Randolph, shall I greet 

*^ You, in the realms above, 
^^ The difty, undischarged, I owe 
To your paternal love^ 
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^^ And thou, most beauteous maid^ whose grief 

*^ Has touched my very soul; 
^* Wilt thou a hopeless victim live, 

" To this stern Earl's controul? 

^^ No ! — Innocence will surely meet 

" From Heaven a sweet regard! 
■ ^ And guilt, which virtue would destroy, 

" Receive its just reward!'* 



New vigour froip this copfidence 
Seem'd to his bosom giv'n ; 

For hope descends, when pious faith 
Reposes trust in Heaven. 

With renovated strength he rais'd 
His body from the ground; 

And with deliberative step. 
Examined well around. 

Alas ! his utmost search was vain. 

He no discovery made; 
And stumbling o'er a heap of stones 

A^ain was prostrate laid. 
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What rapture darted through bis frapMt 

He found the prison wbH 
An ample ruin, which had left 

A passage by its faU; 

O'er which with eager haste he crept. 

And found he had attained 
A second vault, where the same gloom 

Impenetrable reigpfi'd ! 

Here steep and rough-hewn stairs he founds 

Of dangerous ascent ; 
But hope irradiate led his steps. 

And on he fearless went. 

He traversed still a glocmiy length, 

Where solemn stillness dwelt; 
Aud with his arms extended wi4e. 

The dubious passage felt. 

At last a trembling ray of light 

He spy'd acrosi^ the floor. 
And soon he found it made its way 

From an adjoining door. 

With noiseless steps, and breathless haste 

He to the opening flew. 
Which gave the lovely captive maid 

To his delighted view. 

Oh ! hast tho« in a summer's eve. 
When clouds the heavens deform ; 

In misty sweeps along the vale. 
Beheld the furious storm ? 



Then hast thou mailcM the Uly, white. 

Beat by the falling rain, 
'Till quite suroharg'd, its fiiagrant faead> 

Hung drooping o'er the plain ? 

So look'd the sad, and weeping fair, 

For sorrow bow'd her head ; 
And from her pale-grown lips and cheek 

The rosy hue had fled! 

With voic)^ more soft than ev^r sprung; 

From djrmpathiHing breast, 
Th^ knight the silende broke, a^ thuB 

The captive he addressed. 

•^ Ah! let not sorrow, lovely mcdd^ 

" With thee a dwelling find t 
^^ For Heaven to such an angel's form 

'^ An angieFs peace assigned ! 

^^ Behold me here to guard, to save^ 
" To serve, and set thee free! 
For surely Heaven my life preserv'd. 
To give thee liberty !" 

He ceas'd — ^his words thriird through her heart. 

She rose, by hope impeU'd ; 
With trembling steps approached the door^ 

With doubting eyes beheld 

The graceful youth, whose dreadful fate^ 

With anguish deep had torn 
Her wounded heart ; and in her thoughts 

The largest share had bonie« 
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Her passive hand he gently 8m*d^ 

His purpose told again ; 
And urg'd success, till in her breast^ 

Scarce any doubts remain* 

And now to learn the fatal cause^ 
Which held her captive there. 

Sir Edric asks ; and to the tale. 
Listens with anxious care. 



^^ Not far from hence a castle stands, 
" Whose tow'rs to fame are known. 
From val'rous acts, and bounteous deeds 
By each possessor shown. 






*^ Within its walls I first drew breathy 
" But knew no mother's care ; 

^' For Heaven recall'd her, e*er my lips 
" Could beg of Heaven to spare. 






A father's love supplied the loss. 
My early age sustained ; 
" To whom I solely now, the pledge 
" Of former joys remained. 

^^ Each gen'rous sentiment was his ; 

^' And from my earliest youth, 
^^ He taught my ductile mind, the love 

" Of virtue, and of truth. 

" With winged pleasures years flew on; 

^^ For through our happy dome, 
*^ Cheerfulness reign'd ; and mild content, 

^^ Had marked it for her home. 
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^ Thus like a summer's roseate mom^ 

^^ Life's early dawn had fled; 
^^ When blackening clouds arose^ and burst 

" With fury o'er my head ! 

" An ancient Barpn rul'd these lands^ 

" To whom Earl Ruthin came ; 
*^ And by a forged ancestry, 

'^ Asserted prior claim. 

** The contest soon by arms was tried I 

^^ Ah me! I rue the day 
*^ Which saw the Bai*on fall, and gave 

^ The Earl an unchecked sway* 

*^ He sought my father's social hall ; 

" And I unhappy prove, 
^^ The oTyject his impetuous soul, 

" Was doom'd to see and love! — 

*^ Presuming that his high descent, 

^' And riches must prevail ; 
" With all the confidence of power, 

^^ He told the hated tale. 

^ To banish such delusive hopes, 

" Employ'd my earnest care; 
^^ And when re-urg'd, the haughty Earl 

'^ Has heard me oft declare. 






No time my firm resolve could change ; 
Or perseverance move 
^^ Ought else but pity, for the pangs 
^ Of unrequited love* 
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'^ Now the terrific dia of war 
^^ Disturbed our peiceful pltdn ; 
And rumour said, the exultilig^ foe 
Triumphed o'er thousands slain* 






^^ To save the Royal Ethdred, 
*' My warlike father flew ; — 

^^ How could my breaking heart sustain 
^^ The sad^ the last adieu ? 

'^ Two tedious Summer sutis have past; 

*' And twice stem Winter's wind, 
'^ Has spread around a gloomy waste^ 

^^ Fit emblem of my mind^ 

'^ Since I my loyal sire hate seen; 

'^ But gladsome news of peaoe^ 
'^ Flattered my throbbing- heart, I soon 

^^ Should meet hk fond embrace. 

^^ Alas ! such bliss, by cmel hX^ 
*^ I was not doom*d to prote$ 

^^ For now the Earl, in bolder terms^ 
'^ Renew'd his suit of love. 

^^ Depriv'd of him Who could protect^ 
^^ He form'd the base design, 

'' To sd2e the hand I oft had vow'd 
*^ I never would tesign« 



a 
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Osric, a wretch, he calls his frkad, 
^^ But whose dishonest mind 
Bends piiant to his widced ftdkaaMs, 
^^ And acts the part assijg^n'd ; 



i( 
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With wilgr ca«4»k)tt maijc*4 my «t^pj8^ 
^^ And as I londy stray'd^ 
The d^8tin!d itintkBig victiiti seized, 
^^ And to these wjtls BOiw^y'd. 



<^ ^llis^glo(Imy ipritsMni bars liie means 
•' Which m^ght my griefs disclose, 

^' Nor ll^M lli« noUe Randol]^ learnt^ 
^^ His poor Mati|da*« woes;** 



'' RanAcdphr eioelwn'd fthe l^^ng knight, 
^^ Say, -lUd you Randolph Asme ? 

^' That deftr, that faOBOnr'd friend, who led 
" My youthM steps *o fsane !** 

Then down jfals l^daomiog, mH^ehoek 

The tear of pity stoJie.; 
And silenee^ most ey^pressiye^ t^lfd 

The anguish ^ ]^ «KMil. 

For he abui j withim K!^ breo^rt; 

A fatal secret bODe!— 
Matilda*s ipentle heart nimt Imm 

Her father £3 no -more! 

Low k^^eeling at her £eet, he i?aid> 

In Sorrow's melting tone — 
^^ BehoM, much lov'd^ and iovely mcdd, 

" Long sought, tho* hi^ known; 

^^ Behold ttheoiMi, w^itcun Hcinjiolph chose 

^^ His ev'ry thought to share; 
*^ Foridhom his gen'rous ^o^oyi felt 

^^ E'en mope than father's ^core! 

c 
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^^ And ph ! with filial love for him 

^' I glow'd, to such excess^ 
^' As those who feel^ alone can know^ 

'^ Who know^ cannot express ! 

^' Twice from thlinpending stroke of death, 

^' Amidst th'embattled strife, 
'* Where youthful ardour rashly led, . 

'^ His hand preserved my life. 

** With Virtue's charms to store my mind, 
" He Wisdom's precepts drew ; — 

" I Usten'd to the truths he taught, — 
*^ From precept, habit grew. 

9 

*' Yet still across the moral theme 
" Your lov'd idea came; 
And with delight he fondly trac'd 
Your beauty, and your fame. 






*^ Oft o'er the sweetly flowing prsdsci 
" My ear entranc'd has hung; 

^ While rapture's murm'ring accents rose, 
" And falter'd on my tongue ! 






Nor did he check the aspiring flame. 

But on my wishes smil'd ; 
And pray'd that Heaven, as its best gift 

Might bless me with his child. 



*^ Ah! painful task— can I pronounce 

" So dire a tale of woe? — 
^ Greatly he fell, for whom these tears 

" Will never cease to flow I — 
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" And whilst with wild despair,- my* arm • * 

^* Sustained his drooping head ; 
^^ Ere from his pale and quivVing lip 

** The parting spirit fled — 

^^ Edric,'' sakl he, ^^ my last form'd wish 

^^ And earthly hope depend 
*^ On thee; and well I know that thou 

*^ Wilt not deceive thy friend. 

*^ Oh haste, my Ipv'd Matilda sciek,; 

^^ Bid her and sorrow part — 
*^ And soon may ev'ry tender tye 

" Unite thee to her heart! 

^^ Tell her a father's fond^t cares 

" Thou wilt thyself comprise — 
^^ Oh ! bless her, gracious Heav'n,". he cry'd, 

^^ Then sunk — ^no more to riseT — 

Sir Edric paus'd—- the fainting maid 

His firm support demands; 
For lifeless was her beauteous form. 

And icy cold her hands. 

And little less than her he felt. 

Distracted by his fears ; — 
Till in her opening eyes he saw 

Relief, from falling tears. 

Never before did silent grief 

Such eloquence disclose; 
It told what words can never paint — 

A daughter s sabred woes ! 

c 2 
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Sir Edric tlartd itc>t atteAtpt 

Her sorrow to c6B8oIe ; 
Yet oft he gave a sigh, 'trhitfe pttn% 

How much it touched hii^ «oul! 

His fond fexpresslvie looks recalM 

The gentle weeping tfiaid^ 
To what she ow*d herself tod him. 

And faintly she 'essa^M, 

To pay those thatiks, whitrfh On 3ier heart 

So deeply were itn^ress^d; 
And in her lovely azure eyes. 

So sweetly stood conifess\i. 

But danger, imd Wappreach of Aiorti 

Alike forbade deliQr; 
And much Sir Edric nrg'd tlifeir flight 

Before the domkig -day. 

Alas ! with terror* she i*elates. 

That every gatfe is elos'd. 
And every icey placed in the room, . 

Where Ruthin's Earl repos'd. 

'^ A moment then mfost not he lost," 

The Knight impatient said ; 
^' Shew me thai room, ftdr maid;** and on 

With trembling steps she led. 

The door a ready entrance gaire. 
And in deep sleep fast bound. 

Under a canopy (yf state. 
Whose curtains «wept the ground^ 
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The Earl l$by ^v^tG\CAy c^nceal^d frOQi view. 

His arms were s(attier'4 neftr; 
And oil m ffJ»^ tablQ plaic*4> 

The massive keys appear* 

This prize first seiz^ij. Sir Edric iiex^ 

His glittering swor^ ^e^ur'd; 
And quick rQtirefttiog, felt Vi% heart 

Of safety we)! as^vr*<L 

But ah! how oft taeoi&taey 

Succeeds the pang of wee t 
Alternate tiepe, aiK) leor, M ^ 

That maa it 490iR*{i tA Hnow! 

The taper, whic^ he partly hidj^ 

Struck by the closing door. 
Fell with i^eH iot^, that with loud 9oi^ 

It broke upon the floor. 

In <iarkn«$« left, \a% fcurmer steps 

He try'd to trace again^ 
But wand^F'd wid^, wd witit despair^ 

Found every effi9^ vflin* 

Osric, mean ti«ie> rou^d by the noise. 

Had risen in wild affrigbtf 
And haviujg arn^'d Tith qwekieali speedj^ 

And trimmed tw ^£09 %^i 

Rush'd ibrth to learq if trea^ry 

Had caus'd such 4vro alarms i 
Aud saw^M»t}14^ bor*^ ^^o^p 

Within a strang<^» arms^ 

C 3 
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For such he deem'd the manly form. 

Which dimly he descry'd; 
And darting forward, plung'd with foree 

A dagger in his side. 

Matilda's agonizing shriek 

Told her deliverer slain ; 
While pouring in with eager haste 

Appeared Earl Ruthin's train. 

Aghast with terror, they surveyed 

The body on the ground; 
For struggling with life's latest pang. 

Their own liege lord they found. 

In mute and sad attention fixM, 

The image of despair. 
The murderer stood; — of what he*d dpne. 

Full fatally aware. 

^' This hand, my friends,'' he frantic cry'd, 
^^ This hand hath done the deed; 

^^ And by my rash, my desperate stroke, 
" You see Earl Ruthin bleed. . 

*' A dire mistake impell'd my arm, 

" Not any private strife ; 
^* For I would gladly yield my own, 

'' To save Earl Ruthin's life.^ 

They hear him not ; — furious with rage 

And hatred long endur'd. 
They seize his arms^ and then consul^ 

Where h^ may be secur'd, - 
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Once more did renovated hope 

Dispel Matilda'is fear; 
When her deMva-er, moum'd as slain^ 

She saw in safety near. 

Long in the gallery^s mazy space^ 

Sir Edric, erring stray'd. 
Till distant sounds, and moving lights, ^ ' 

Prov'd that he was betrayM. 

Guided by:these, he soon percciv'd 

The haughty Earl laid low; 
And bound in cords, foaming with rage^ 

His late inhuman foe« 

He sprung" to fair Matilda's side 

With looks of fond delight, 
Whilst each spectator's eye bespoke 

Amazement at the sight. 

*^ Vassals !" he cry'd, '^ your murder'd lord, ' 

" Has fall'n by Osric's hand; 
'^ And justice, in my monarch's name^ 

" I solemnlydemiand. 

^^ No stranger am I — and my rights. 
To you will soon be shown ; 
For to the royal Ethelred, 
" My birth and claims are known. 

*^ The Baf'on's sister. Lady Maud, 

" Quitted her native shore, 
^' With her lov'd lord, destin'd alas ! 

^^ To visit it no more. 

c 4 
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'^ An infant orpban IdHg I jinrali^ 
'^ Unknown^ in fore^ kiadfi; 

^^ But^ tcaui^i to tnoB, I gjbosj BMghMf 
^^ Amidst my comitry'8 biiiidi. 



^' Meantime the. Baroa moum'd^ asi lilsl^ 

^^ His next^ and oitly htar; 
^^ And wtfcn alike with ag^e and giie^ 
Gave way to dtep deflppatr^ 



€( 



^^ Presunung that bis wpetcfaed stalQ 
*^ Would make resistajace vaia; 

^' As next of kin^ Ewl Riuthin atrave 
^^ To seize bis riqh dfimaia. 

'' But roused by (Hitf age Mtd M tbis^^ 

*^ The good old Boiron rwe, 
^^ And caird bis faithful vasaate round 

" Th'invader to op^ed«, 

'^ By tf eaehepotts av tft the place was won^ 
And the poor BlurOti »laiii; 
And thna ui^urp'd^ bave b^n those^ rigbtg^ 
^^ Which I shall sooA regaiHt 









Sir Randolph^"* — ^atd a s^b be cbeck*d^ 
Trac'd out my birth, aa4 jiame; 
^^ And on bis proQf^^ OKot graqions king 
^^ Has ratify'd my claim. 

" I knew not, when hn£ yester nlgj^. 

*^ This castle first I vief^'d, 
^^ That at my otm paterdal ijeat| 

^^ I for admission suedir 
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^ And sure to keep my birth conceard^ 

^^ Heaven kindly interpos'd ; 
^^ For instant would have been my deaths 
Had I my name dlarelds'd. 



a 



^ Uy friends, 1 ask free passport hcnc^, 
^^ And that you guard with care, 

^* Th6 pris'nerls person, ^till the laws 
'^ His pntdshmettts declarer 

A murmer ran throughout the throng, 
Which one accord bespoke; 

And soon a welcome to the hair. 
In joyful plaudits broke! 

•71s thus that ri^htedits Heaven bestows 

On innoeetice itiS care: 
And thus oppression — ^guilt, and fraud. 

Its certain vengeance share. 

From but one sowi$e tm mortal bSfifs 
In perfe0t ttdi»d|)«M^ftoWr^ 

Virtue and goodMss cttti aloiie^ 
True happfaiass^ beistotr. 



9$ e(»MM 4J»4r 

O N wny> whett tlwni'rt fer away. 

What fe«r» wiU wound Ihy gieiitle «fn4! 
When srwroUioig wayts duturb the ten,. 

And furious blonra the advene wmd-^ 
When vivid lightnings flash amain^ 

And thuitdw loudly raid* the air^ 
Wilt thou not $igh fthote 8Cie»es to gaiA^ 

Where thou wert fairea* of tb^ faij?^ 

O Nanny, canst thou love so true, 

« Through marches long with me to go; 
While scanty fare we both may rue, 

aHvi feci %fftc paiig9 Ox many a woe* 
Wilt thou, intrepid, bear them all. 
And think me only worth thy care— 
Nor wistful those gay scenes recal. 
Where thou wcrt fairest of the fmr? 

O Nanny, when fli'embattled plain. 

Thy swain from these dear arms shall call- 
Should he be mingled with the slain. 

And nobly in the contest fall ; 
Wilt thou with laurel deck his brows. 

And on him drop the tender tear—- 
And live as faithfilil te. Ins rows. 

As thoti wilt Mrest of the fair 9* 



^ s 
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TO iJiS FOUJeOOI^C MM4AJi* 



Yes, Heilfjr, j^sl iMs faKthM hMtt^ 

Can e^ery Mdoeus ti^id prores-^ 
From friends and native shores can part^ 

Her great security — ^thy love! 
For oh ! each scene, when thou'rt away 

Assumes an aspect dull and drear ; 
Fled are those hours which shone so gay^ 

When thou with happiness wert heret 

No terrors will my fancy wake, 

Though lightnings flash, and thunders roll! 
No elemental discord shake^ 

Th*intrepid purpose of my soulT 
For thee alone, in such dread hours, 
' rd breathe the humble, fervent prayV; 
And grateful thank the heavenly powers. 

For happiness, wert thou their care. 

With iShree how light the sense of toil, 

tlie tedious march, or short repast! 
To future joys they*ll prove a foil, 

V^en Teftrospection views them past. 
Far from my mind I'll bravely chase 

The ais my timid sex would fear, 
Since nought could rob my soul of peace, 

Or iiappiness^ whilst lliou wert near. 
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And should — (but Heaven avert the deed) 

Should Henry in the virtuous cause 
Of glory, and his country, bleed. 

Let grateful Britons pay applause. 
For that sad hour in which we part. 

Will prove I liv'd for thee alone. 
For Death must rend this faithful heart. 

When thou, with happiness art gone! 



s 



WRITTEN TO A FRIEND, 

FROM SOUTH HAY COTTAGE, NEAR BATH, DURING 
THE DREADFUL STORMS OF THE 14TH AND - 
15th OF JANUARY, I8O6. 



Oh ! where shall I fly from the storm*s sullen roar ? 

Destruction sure waits on its wild raging blast! 
Dark, dark are the clouds, and the torrents they 
pour, 
Seem to threaten the earth, with a deluge that's 
vast. 

The lightningf's dread glare, shoots athwart thro' 
the sky» 

And I shrink from such terrors — yet where can I fly ? 
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Hark! hark! — ^'twas the wind as it msh'd down the 
steep^ 

Resistless it seem'd — and methought^ tho* so low^ 
This cottage had bent^ at the menacing sweep, 

For it shook^ at the rage of the blast, to and fro I 
In fearful suspense of the danger thaf s nigh, 
I breathless remain, — ^for oh ! where can I fly ? 

Now the fastenings are burst from the casements 
and door. 
From the ^^ pitiless storm** scarcely shelter is 
found; 
For chilling the wind is, and damp is the floor, 
Where the rain beating in, spreads curFd eddieft 
around. 
Be still, thou vast spirit, that troublest the sky; 
In pity be still — for I've no where to fly! 

€old fear shakes, my soul, — ^"midst the hurricane*g 
rage. 

Which ta a rude chaos all Nature deforms ; 
No soothing sound chears me — no voice to assuage 

My dread of the peril which lurks in the storms! 
I gaze in despair ! alas ! no one is by 
To hear my complaint — or to whom I can fly! 



-- »Tr ^p 
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BALLAP. 



This Ballad teas 4)icc(fHoned 6^ the foll^fufitig circmr^jt^nce^ a £><9^» 
loho was engaged to an Q^cer, serving on the Continents heing in 
company tthtfre a ^ttnfpttper-wis ^unUlf ^ith gave an ti c ti^m t i to/^^ 
battle having taken place between the English and the French, in 
ttpiich numbers ^f the former hiadfalUn^ refirefi to-ier jo'tpn sp^' 
ment to conceal her emotion^ where shetpas some time afterwards 
found dead upon the Jloor. It appeared that the Ofictt^ fo whom 
At was ketrothed^ i$i died i[fJi$ tmsniMkf liad fatMv4iJSbPlM the 
$ame hour in which she had expired* 



fi^BsiUdv idie '^nd larQitBid tile 'toirar 

Where ElteB isat afcone; 
And the long dreary midnight hour 

Had passed m cpiteevs moan: 
When in a sudden glare of light, 

WMoh shook faer M«l tnibh £sar^»^ 
And jiiist revealed io her fiflg^Ut, 

iSine MM her 1oy6 a|xpear. 

^^ Ah! ^sbadewy lorvi of my )l^lo¥'4! 

" Say what portends this view? 
^^' Art thou to happier realms remov'd, 

^* And come to prove me true ? 
^^ From thy sunk cheek the rose is fled, 

*/* And ghastly seems thine eye I 
^ If thou art numbered with the dead^^ 

[' Then shortly so shall IP' 



^ 
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'^ Oh, dearest maid ! to me no more 

" To visit earth, 'tis given ; 
" But thou may's t still enjoy a store 

" Of bliss, ere thou galu'st Heaven ! 
" To sajr I lov*d thee, e'en in death, 

** My fleeting spirit came, 
'^ And that my latest lingering breath 

" Feebly pronounc'd thy name." 

" Could then my Hemys faithful heart 

" So lightly think of mine? 
^^ Already Death performft his part, 

;'^ A^ I am wholly thine. 
" Stay, take thy love to thy cold grave! 

" She will pot be deny'd T— 
She stretcfa'd her arms to grasp his shade. 

And then sunk down and died ! 
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EXTEMPORE. 



WRITTEN IN THK COTTAGE BOOK AT DUDMASTON, 



Oh! ye^ whose footsteps frma the splendid dome^ 
To this sequestered spot may chance to roam'; 
Who court these scenes, day's garish eye to shun, 

• • • 

Yet Folly's restless course delight to run; 
See where Content has fix'd her humble seat, 
And learn this lesson in her calm retreat'; 
That all the real joys which life bestows. 
The peaceful inmate of the cottage knows. 
Yet think not ye, who turn from misery's tear 
That 'tis the name, which brings Contentment here, 
No: like the bounteous pair \ho bless this grove. 
Do thou the pangs of want and woe remove I 
So shall ye taste the triie, the highest charm 

■m 

Which with delight the feeling breast can warm : 
So shall these smiling plains, and shady woods. 
These fragrant flow'rs, and undulating floods ; 
Their sweetest influence o'er your mind impart. 
And Nature boast her tiiumph over Art. 



Mt9CEL%ANE0VS ESSAYS. S5 

PARODY 

'. ON 

CAPTAIN MORRIS'S SONG, 

" LONDOiV ANI} THE COUNTRYy^ 
WRITTEN AT THE RECtUEST OF A FRIEliD; 

And as it ttx>uld be injuaitce not to give a place to Ms lineg. 
€^80^ which ahovnd with ex<f»isite mt fmd humour, f^tey / 

, ; wUlbe^fp/ip^fx^ tJie end qf these Poems. 



In the Country I never know what to be at. 
Delighted with this, and enraptur'd with that; 
'Midst the beauties of Nature unwearied I roam. 
Or the charms of sweet converse, enjoy when at 
home. 

But in London, good Lord! what a terrible bore, 

_ , ■ 

To be stunn'd all the day with the raps at your 

door! 

I*. 

No view from your window, no sun at mid-day. 
Whilst i'or fog, or for smoke^ you can scarce see 
your way. 

In the Country, whilst showVs the green verdure 

renew, 
WeVe amusements within, and weVe beauties in 

view; 
And when the chill blast, sweeps with rage o'er our 

fields. 
We boast the proud joys hospitality yields! 

D 2 



*3f6 1P0XM9 AfifB 

In Town, when it rains, the dread seasoti you rue. 
And feel the worst itJ- — having nothing to do; 
Should torrents descend, and your coaches can^t 

meet, 
No resource can you find — ^but a peep m the street. 

In tte CdOwtry W6 meet for society'^ ^sftk^ 
And we know "eVry one who our fai^e shaU partake ; 
The heart can select, and the judgment nppvm^^ 
And our test of admittance, %5 th^&e thatt we love. 

•• 
In London, no matter who enters your dopr, 
'Tis sufficient your rooms will not hold, one soul 

more; — 
Tis sufficient your smiles to each guest should extend. 
And you welcome a knave, as you welcome a friend. 

In the Country, no homage to fashion we pay. 
Which Nature inverts, and to night turns the day ; 
The vot'ries of health, weVe no fees to give. 
And a doctor alone in the Country can't live. 

But in London by physic your health is preserved 
For if you're not sick, you are surely un-nerv\i; 
Whilst of med'cine, bad hours, and bad air you've 

your fin, 
Your doctor at least gets good pay for his skill. 

In the Country our visits we make in brOad day^ 
Secure that our friends will not turn us away ; 
And the peril of driving by night we ne'fer know^ . 
For as well as good cheer, we've good beds to bestoWl 



/ 
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la Town how ddightfol to visit by scores^ 
Those who. only will give you ^access to thdt 

doors ! 
Humgh I ne>r knew the bliss, such \i surely xAmk 

be, \ 

To have an acquaiiitance with those you ne'er s.ee! 

In the Country, a robber of whist we oft make, 
But we play for amuseraent^ and not for the 

stake; 
Our losses can't hurt us, for skill we contend, 
We ne'er lose ouv good humour, oa: ruin a friend I 

,» 

But in London, high play is the charm of your life, 
Apd ta {loeket the gold of your neighbour youf. 

strife^ 
Then your temper a mixture of acid must know. 
When you risk all you have in the world, on sL 

throw! 

In the Country we hunt, or we fish, shoot, or ride. 
We have billiards and bowls, and our grounds are 

our pride; 
By exercise strengthened, our spirits are bold, 
And we langh at efitiminate bea,ns who fear cold. 

In Town, where y^nr mornings begin wh^n n^r 

dark, 
A grand effort you make, when you ride through 

Hyde-Park ; 
And as for your beUes, all the airing they know. 
Is a long sU'iftg of coaches, stuck fast in a row! 

D 3 
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IVe oft heard that love, in the Towii they 4eride> 
That their idol is wealth, and their sole passion^ 

pride; 
And that London fine beans will require to their 

chain, 
Such a number of links, that they drag- it with pain. 

For their Opera, Ranelagh, concert, or ball, 
I care not a stmw„ since we out-do them all; 
Can their domes, drest by art, our gay landscapes 

excel. 
Can they boast such a songstress, as sweet PhHo^ 

mell 

Ab the Country I Idve, may I there live, and die^ 
For the Town cannot boast half its charms, in my 

eye; 
And in sight of its chimnies, niay those be confinM, 
Who to each nobler object, their smoke has made 

blind 1 



LINES 

WRITTEN AT THE REGIUEST OF A FRIEND IN A BLOTTING 
BOOK, PRESENTED BV HER TO LORD VALENTIA, JN 
WHICH HERSELF AND SEVERAL OF THE LADIES IN 
HER FAMILY HAD ALSO WRITTEN VERSES. 

Oh, Muse! that lov*^t to dwell 

'Midst laurel bowers ! 
And form with magic spell. 

Thy wreath of deathlefii§ flowers !; 
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Oh, Muse I indulgently on me bestow 
Numbers that breathe, and thoughts that glow 
With thy celestial fire. — 
For him Lstrake the lyre, 
Who lur'd by Science, from his native soil. 

Where honours court him, and luxurious ease. 
Encounters dangers — baneful climates — toil — 
And the uncertain track of untry'd seas ! 

Go on, illustrious traveller! — pursue 
In safety, and in health, thy patriot view! 
Can ought more elevate the human mind. 
Than thus to prove the lover of mankind? 

« 
India to him her grateful homage pays. 
And Abyssinian shores resound his praise ; 

And thou enchanting Muse, 

* Do*st not refuse. 

But wilt supply 

Sweet poesy 
To deck with friendship's bands the trump of fame, 
And give due honour to Valentia's name. 



In allusion to the preceding poetry written in the book. 
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EPILOGUE 



TO THE 

« EFFECTS OF CUEIOSITYr 

A COMEDY, WRITTEN BY MADAME GENLIS, AND ACTED 
AT DUDMASTON BY A PARTY OF LADIES AND 

. GXNTLEMBN, 



Lord WAtcdURT ehters, speaking as Prompter. 



Well, ladies, now my scene of acting*s pqst, 

I hope you U gxvt me le^ve to speak at last— 

What a strange plot ! planned with true female art. 

Where but one man appears, and. his a silent part! 

In vain I urg'd, ^^ the thing is quite absurd, 

^' Sustain an hero's character without one word! 

'^ Tis cruel so to cut me — faith TU speak, 

^^ And if you'll give no speeches, rant in Greek.** 

" Lord, Sir! how can you be so very teazing; 

" You'll look the part so well, you're sure of pleas* 

ing." 
Thus iflattery silenced, and the part tia^ charms. 
Which doom'd me to receive an Helen in my arms. 



Yet on the stag^e, tho' IVe not once been heard. 
Behind the scenes, I've whisper'd eyery word. 
As thus (ad libitum) and memory supplying. 
Have tutor'd thosa, who told you I was dying. 
'Tis tnie, my task required uncommon spirit! — 
To each I vow'd her high pretence to merit ; — 
Bade each unnecessary fears resigp 'r^ 
And conquered such amazing diffidence as mine. 

For well w« Knew bow difficult to fill. 

Each mimic scene with dimity au4 skill. 

Here beams the eye of elegance and taste; 

Here dwell the virtues which our Author traced! 

Here with true splendour shines the parent's name! 

And real worth, unconscious of its fame! 

Oh! may the choicest gifts which mortals share, • 

With added joys await the honoured pair! 



But now, to find the meaning of the play^ 
Curiosity emd its Eff'^^s^^^haX are they^ pray } 
We all renounce, the vice, tho^ none believe us, 
But where*s theharni ? unless th'Effbcfs misehievous. 
Nay, frown not— certainly *tis very clear. 
That Curiosity alone has led you here! 
The Effects of which, by this unerriiig measure, 
Are gwiy if you have heard our play with plea^ 
sure. ! 
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EPILOGUE 



TO 

rOOTirS COMEDY OF « TASTEr 

I I 

FEKFORMED BY SOME YOUNG GENTLEMEN, ANB 8P0KEN 

BY ONE OF THEM. 



By mimic diaracter, no longer known^ 
Lot; here I come, and r&^ssume my own ; 
Nor Ao feign' d accents now. assault the ear. 
But artless truths , which tell what passes here! 
Your kind acceptance of om* humhl^ aim. 
The genuine marks of gratitude might claim; 
Yet more than this, in ev'ry breast you raise. 
And wake to rapture by your liberal praise* 

Observe the cautious care with which we cbuse 
The sportive satire of the comic Muse! 
For modem taste, 'twere dang'rovs to arraign. 
Since all erect y and consecrate its fane: 
If modish buckles, or the Mgh-^crowri d hat. 
The puffed up handkerchief, or vast cravat. 
Circle the foot, or nearly hide theface. 
Those form the beau — these give to beauty grace* 
Here no one, I may venture to suppose. 
Sighs for a Venus, who has lost her nose ! 
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Or that so great for China is the rage. 
No oi\itv passion can your hearts engage! 
None chuse with ecstacy a broken bust, 
Or know an Otho, by its Jiavour'd rust. 

To-night youVe seen upon this little stage. 
One strikixlg feature of our Shakspeare's age; 
His female characters, sustained by men. 
Exhibited the grace, of Lady Pen *, 
Who, cas'd in stays, and pinch'd by high-heetd 

shoes. 
Nor body, breath, or limbs, could freely use! 

This too was taste; — ^thank Heaven! our polished 
days 
With •Chast6n*d judgment, nicer skill displays.^ 
Custom with slavish rule, no more enchains. 
And beauty indisputed empire gains.- 
The inteltectual ray, which faintly gleams, 
Fann'd by approving smiles, with splendour beams; 
The social wish expands the glowing heart. 
And self-taught actors venture on their part, 
Sedire their ev*ry aim to please, shall know. 
The honpur'd patronage which yim bestow. 



; •' 






* Lady Pentweaz1e» performed by one of the younj gentlemeD, 
dressed ip womtu^s cldtb^ 
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EPILOGUE 



WRITTEN FOR A FRIEND, 



WHO PERFOmWID TH« PART OF HOOVER, IN 



" fTiLD oats: 



So fleet, and strange has pass'd the mimic $cene. 
That msm'vy scarcely tcjlls m^ what IVe b«w. 
A friendlesi^ orphan in the dawn of Uf^;-^ 
Then presto! IVe both parents, and a wife !-^ 
Stern Poverty's hard gr^p, 'twa3 mwe to provQ 
Then to be ble^t with/ai*ii^^, aad with Im^f 

Om* author bega of you to try his caus«; 
Say, has hfe drama swerv'd fr<)m Nature's laws? 
Oft has th'embattled plain^ distain'd with gore. 
The helpless infant, from its parent tore. 
And the kind bosom, which coxAAfeel and save 
By cruel fate, been level'd with the grave! 
Pale want, might then unpity'd sorrows tell; — 
Yet should wild genius in that bosom dwell. 
The glowing thought might misery's power con- 

troul. 
And lift above its woes, his daring soul.i 
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Ah! then to fiction, give not pity's tear. 
The child of poverty is always near. 
Probe the ingenuous mind — effect its cure > 
Such is our moraly i^$'^UMihdis sure. 



it 



Ayep"* , Cgdes some femaLe critic, taking snuff. 
This sowing of Wild Oats, is well enough; 
But Lady Amaranth, did you suspect her? 
^ And Aori't you think hfer Mmct Will neglect 

her?" 
Oh, monstrous! can I ^sh to leave those arms^ 
Where pity — gentleness — and beauty charms ? 
Do tkey not give the bliss to earth assign'd^ 
And form a chain to fix the rm)ing mind ? 

More natural the question of that Jl)eau; — 
'^ Pray how did ydu in ybuih^ its joys forego?* 
.Because its jOys I transiently ran o^er. 
And found once tasted^ «u^ch iverejoysiio more. 
You, wlio tnyauth^ your T^iid Oats have not sown^ 
Bear crops of vice^ which never can be mown. 
Odious they seem in agrfs furrow'd brow. 
Nor e*er can meet the suffrage I claim now. 
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LINES 



WRITTEN WITH THE RUSH^ WHICH WHILST GREEN, 
MAY BE MADE INTO A PEN; AND SENT WITH THE 
FEN INCLPSED. TO A BOTANIC FRIEND WHO WISHED 
FOR A SPECIMEN. 



IMPROMPTU. 

Absent from her he lov'd, a shepherd swain. 
To winds, and echo told his amVous pain. 
" Oh ! to my fair, my sighs,** he cried " convey- 
The breeze grew faint, and echo died away. — 
*^ The fond remembrances my bosom knows, 
" Teach me, some sacred power! to disclose.** 

Sudden the green rush from the earth he driew, 
/^^^ 70-^ An d yno L ove*s flow*r * express*d the purple hi 
/ The pliant bark-f- receiVd his vows of truth. 

And equal constancy rewards the youth. 
Thus Love, his faithful votaries inspires 
With wilder genius, and sublimer fires ! 

• Viola. 



t The bark of the birch tree may be written upon. 
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LINES 

ON READING A MOST EXCELLENT BSSAY ON TIMB, 
APPLICATION OF THE WORD *' ROMANTIC,^ 



Yjes! I will wop thee to my breast^ 
Where thou nuty'st aye securely dwell! 

I fear thee not, romantic guest. 
So throw siraund my heart thy spell : 

Were I thy influence to defii]ie; 

rd say thou did*st ei^alt — refine, 

The soul to love whatever is divine! . . , 

The envious little mind I do beshrew, 

Which what it understands not, will deride; 

And with less mercy, on the exalted/ew 
Who * differ from the w/arwy, will decide. 

Yet as we value most. 

That which is truly rare, 
To diflFer from the throng should be our boast, 

And to be singularly good our care. 



* Madame Oenlis makes tbe following beautiful remark on thtt 
subject. " There are to be fouiuL a few generous and exalted clia- 
ractersy who are usually called in derision romantic. Such persons 
may sometimes judge erroneously, because they love with fervour 
whatever is most dignified on earth'^-the sublime In sentimeni ai»d 
virtue, and expect in reali|y. to find it in others. Tbi» superiority of 
thinking is doubtless extremely rare, but it 'm not ideal ; and hapoy 
a^e they who preserve the noble illusion which excites it, or the hope 
of dtseovering it 1 
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Be mine th'illusion^ were it nothing more^ 
To cherish the bright hope^ Unfelt before; 
Or form expectancies which may deceive, 
Rather than think I never must believe. 

^^ Romantic'' let me still appear^ 

No higher title do I seek; 
•Tis traced through Pit3r*s lucid tear, 

Tis wrote on Virtue's glowing cheek. 

lis the bright sun which gilds life's ^rly day. 
And when we view its last departing ray; 
What can succeed, but cold suspidous c»e, 
Or save the feeling mind from black despair? 
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SONNET. 



TRANSLATED FROM PETRARCH. 



Ah, vain desires! why lead my «oul afttr^y. 
To follow hw, who flies ais I purstie? 

O'er whose cold bosom love can boast no sway, 
Whom neither tears nor suif 'rings can subdue! 
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• 



Whene'er we meet, she shuns my ardent gaze. 
Insensible she hears my broken sighs ; 

And if to plead my suit, my tongue essays. 
The less she listens, or the swifter flies! 

In vain for me the laurel crown is spi*ead! 

Like unripe fruit, which withers if it fall. 
The sickly branches droop around my head; — 

For she who could alone their bloom recal. 
Has blighted ev'ry youthful hope with care. 
And bids me die — ^the victim of despair ! 



*? 



EPIGRAM, 

N 

TRANSLATED FROM BOILEAU. 



/Ever since I have seen you, Clemene, 
My soul has been tortur'd with care ; 
For I love! — and how great is that paiu. 
Inflicted by doubt, and despair! 

You frown ! — ^yet how can it displease^ 
That an object so dear I pursue? 

But perhaps you mistake^— beat ease. 
For the fair pne I love — is not you. 

£ 
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SONG, 

ON THE fOff^N AND fHE <:btJffftiy. 



WRItTEK BV <IiH*AtK ItOHIttSi 



In London I never know what to be at^ 
Enraptured with this^ and enchanted with that;^ 
I am wild with the sweets of Variety's plan^ 
And life seems a blessing too happy for man« 

» 
But the Country^ Lord help me! sets all matten; 

right. 

So calm and composing from morning 'till night; 

Oh ! it settles the spirits^ though nothing L^ seen^ 

But an ass on a common^ or goose on a green ! 

In Town, if it rain, why it bars not our hope. 
The eye has its range, and the fancy its scope; 
Still the same, tiioiigh it poor qH nig^Ht cwd^il dUgr, 
It spoils not our prospects, it qtoj)! nbt our WAy. 

In the Countrjr how bll»8>d! wh^^n it tains, ii the 

fields 
To feast dti the trImspBrts v^hitah 6hiitti[e»e9ck 

yields; 

Or go crawling fiiom wiiidoW *o #indo# to feee, 
A hog on a tltih^hfll> or ctt)W (Jh ^ ti'eb! 
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In Londoo hawemy we visit and madt^ 

Gay pleasure's the tbeme^ and sweet smiles tfre our 

treat; 
Out* ttiornifigs ^ r&mid et g«ld bttVdtir^ di^M^ 
And we rattle in comfort to pleasure «t tAghi. 

In the Country how charming your vii^l* tA make. 
Through ten miles of mud, for formality^s sake; 
IVith the ooactuttan qtlice dmnk, and th« iMOa in 

Afog, 
And no thoughts in your head, but a dit«ii or a 
bog. 

I « 

In London, if folks ill together are put, 
A tieau ibity be dfoi^'d^ 0f a qviz may be cut; 
We change without end, and if happy or lllj 
Our WftQts aft*e At band, and our wishes at will. 

In the Country you're naifd tike a pale ifl your 

park, 
To soi^e stick of a neighbour, as old as the ark^ 
And if you are sick, or in fits tumble down. 
You meet Death, ^re the doctor can reaoh you from 

Town, 

Tis true, if in fishing you take much delight. 

In a boat you may shiver, from morning till 

night; 
But though bless*d with the patience which Job had 

of old. 
The devil of a thing can you catch — ^but a cold! 

£ 2 
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Then how often you're screw'd to your chairs fist to 

fist^ 
All stupidly yawning, o'er sixpenny whist; 

And although you may lose^ 'tiv oo.less tmie than 

strange. 
You have nothing to pay ! — ^the good folks have no 

change^. 

:IVe oft heard that loye iq a cottagje i$ sweet. 
When two hearts in one link of soft synipathy 

. .; meet;. 

I know not of that, for alas ! Tm a swain^ , 
Who require, I owu it, more links %o my chain^ 

Your jays and your magpiei; may chatter in treeSj^ 
And whisper soft npnsense in groves, if they please ; 
But a. house is myeh more to my mind than a tre$. 
And for groves ! oh ! a sweet grove of chimnies jfof 
n»e! 

Then in Town let me live, and in Town let me dip. 
For I own I can't relish the Country, not I. 
. if I must have a villa in Summer to dwell. 
Oh! give me the sweet shady side of Pall-MgrU! 



ESS^ YS. 
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ESSAY, 



OK THE CULTIVATION OF 

THE SUGAR MAPLE, 

THi; ACEjEl SACCHARINUM, 



IN ENGLAND. 



It is rather extraordinary, wben we consider the 
high degree of estimation in which the Maple was 
held by the antients, their care in its cultivation^ 
and the adaption of its wood to their most costly 
lamitnre, that its abundant sap, so richly impreg- 
nated with saccharine juice, should have escaped 
notice; or if known, that it should not have been 
employed in domestic economy. It is true, that 
the Acer Campestres, or Common Maple, is the 
one so highly spoken of by Pliny ; but Mr. Millar 
asserts, that Sugar may be extracted from eveiy 
species of the Maple; and Dr. Lyster, and Mr* 
Kay actually obtained it from the Acer Pseud6 
Platcuius, or Sycamore TVee. llie Highlanders of 
Scotland have long converted the sap of the Sycar* 
more into a pleasant beverage; and in the Philo- 
sophical Transactions, vol. IV. p. B17, Dr. Tongue 
asserts from his own experience, that one bushel of 
ipalt^ brewed with the sap from this tree, yielded 
lis large a quantity of good ale, as three bii$hel« 
would have done with common water. 
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The extravagant ibtidnesg of the Romans for the 
wood of the Maple almost exceeds credibility ; and 
were it not so circumstantially related by Pliny, we 
might be tempted to doubt the excess to which it 
was carried. He describes it thus : — " The Maple 
" is scarcely inferior to the Citron in the elegance 
'^ and fineness of its wood. There are several 
species ^of it most wonderfully beautiful *, espe- 
cially the White, or French Maple, which grows 
in Italy, by the side of the Po, beyond the Alps. 
One sort, the Acer Campestre, has a grain so 
curiously knotted and maculated, that from its 
^' i*esemblance it is called the Peaeock's-tail Maple. 
^^ The Bruscum, or Knur, is exquisitely beautiful; 
^^ but the MoUuscum is much more precious. Most 
♦^ of them are produced by knots in the tre6s, 
which ai*e most intricately curled, and marked 
with a variety of forms. Could ti'ees large enough 
to be sawed into planks be procured, they would, 
be infinitely more valuable than the Citron.'' In 
fact^ imagination converted these lines and knots, 
occasioned most probably from some puncture or. 
blow the tree had received, into figures of birds, 
beasts, &c. and in proportion to the number, and 
correctness of these delineations, arose the value of 
the wood. Cicero possessed a table which cost him 
ten thousand sesterces; and one which had be-, 
longed to King Juba, sold for fifteen thousand ses- 
terces. Mauritanius Ptolemeeus was the envied pos- 

* I have been informed by an intelligent friend, an officer who re^ 
liicled some years in Canada, that these Maples abound in the Woods 
there. The name they give to an inconceivably beautiful sort, is the* 
BirdV Eye Maple; probably the Peacock Maple of the Rooians. 
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sessor of one still more valuable. This table mea- 
sured four feet and a half in diameter, was three 
inches thick, and sold. for its weight in goid! 
This expensive taate for tables made of the wood of 
the Maple, presents us with an explanation of a 
sentence often repeated, without its origin being 
known ; for according to Pliny, when these faixurir 
ous Romans used to reproach their wives for ex- 
travagance in dress or jewels, they are used to re? 
tort, and " turn the tables upon themT 

The Maple is of the order and class Polygamia 
Moneocia, and there are ten species of it. 

1st. Acer Pseudo Platanus, or Sycamore Tree, a 
native of Germany, and cultivated in Great Bri- 
tain chiefly for its faands<mie appearance m 
plantations. It is of quick growth, and thrives 
luxuriantly in most soils. During the months of 
February and March, the sap rises so abundantly, 
that if an incision be made in the trunk, it will pro- 
duce several quarts of sweet juice daily, which, as 
Dr. Willich informs us, when evaporated and clari- 
fied, yields a fine Sugar, in the proportion of one 
pound from sixteen quarts of the sap« 

2nd^ The Acer Campestre, or Common Maple* 
This is the species on which Pliny bestows such 
high encomiums, and in the wood of which the anr 
tients so anxiously sought for the Bruscum, which 
contained the representation of birds and animals. 
Surely the caprice of modem taste has never 
equalled the folly the Romans were guilty of, in 
their excessive fondness for these figures, and the 
value they set upon them! 

. 3rd. The Acer Regimdo, or th? Virginiaa Ask-r 
leaved Maple. 
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4th. Tlie Acer Phalanades^ or the Norway Ma- 
ple. 

&th. The Afcer Rubmra^ or the Scarlet Flower- 
ing Maple. This tree grows plentifially in Pensyl- 
vania^ and delights in a swampy soil. The wood is 
^teemed excellent for various purposes; and wool- 
lea reeeives a deep blue from the bark, which also 
makes beautiful blaok ink. Hie Canadians have 
long eonverted tbe sap of this tree into Sugar; and 
Millar particularly mei^tions that he had observed 
m sw^ jutoe to flow from it in great abundance, 
whenever an indsioQ had been made in the bark. 
The blossoms, whieh appear early in spring, are of 
a fine scarlet colour, which alone renders it worthy 
ef a place in fhrubb^es and plantations. 

6th. The Afiet Pensylvacnm, or Mountain Maple. 

7th. Acer Tartarieum, or Tartarian Maple. 

8Ui. Acer Monspassulanum, or Montpelier Ma- 
ple. 

9th. Acer Creticum, or the Cretan Maple. 

loth. The Acer Saccharinum, by far the most 
vahiable of all the species, and denominated in 
America the Su^gar Maple^ from the rich sweetness 
of its sap, which is easily converted into Sugar. 
This tree is a native of North America, where, 
although it may justly contend with the Sugar 
Cane for superiority, its virtues remained long un-*^ 
discovered. It appears that when the Canadians 
first proouKd Sugar from the sap, that part of it 
was usu^ly sent to Rouen, in Normandy, to be re- 
fined. Millar gives directions how to raise plants 
from the Acer Saccharinum, which, he says, are 
very hardy, and require no further care than to 



prnVji^ tiirai) irhikt yonag, fraa tbs dq^ttdations 
of iosoeto* to vhieb tbe peculkr svec^HMs of ttw 
yirang fi^oote tio dovbt ^xposas tinsm. The gtamth 
Bui, me of the trenaft musi proba&ly detarmiiie tiie 
time for tke extractian <if the sap; but thflre ii no 
reason to beHdve that they reqiiira pnsy years be^ 
ftire th#y bfigin tci praduoe it; and bm their gronrth 
«OBtiaiiea for twe kiwbed years^ and they attwa the 
maeraiald ag« ei/otm cf$Ktunes^ Bdtfatr die reiiewal 
of lafaoiir^ or mr|Nm»> vriSiX dadiiet fbom the profit* 
The late Dr. Rud^ iiiio published a short aceonot 
<^ this tme in AauerioAy with a dewr to promote iti 
calttKatioii, sains^ that so fiir finpm its being injuMd 
by behig pniietUMd, or ae they tava it, tipping, tiie 
ittore fiNsquent the indsums have beta majle, the 
more abundant and rich is tbe stq»« A tree has 
been known to floarish well, after foNy^wo ywips 
of saf oesfiivie teppiags. He add9> that they usaatly 
begin on the south side, and wheii die si^ eeasee 
to flow, perforaoi due easae <^erataoii on the north 
sifts, where it is equally abundant. . I}6 is of opi^ 
niott that cahivatioii may improve both the qnan^ 
tity and quality of tbe sap, aad gives one fact 
withm his owti kmowledge. A fanner in the pro* 
y\m» jo£ Peasylwrna, from sonic trees of a vaor- 
dmnte m», wbififa h4 had ealttvatcd in a mauio^^ 
o)MtAio94 fiv>ift thr^gnUlftM <ef die sap ^ery year» 
ofte p9»n^ ef Sus^s whmeas from those tme| 
v^h fffiW w^ld im tbe iraods^ foar or five galloaa 
of Ih^Mp wm xeqiiMite to produee the same qa^n- 
ti|y Af $ugar. Ptents of the Sugar Mapl« may sow 
be jMUMrared firoaa Hhit Nursery Gardens al^eat Loa- 
diaou It bae been ^aalta^ed for some years in die 
Siotoiiicfibmimi at JiserpooL 
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: This tree may almost be termed thefWeed of tbe 
soil of North America, for it over-runs that coo^ 
tinent from Canada to Virginia, containing no less 
than fifteen degrees of latitude; in which length 
the temperature of the seasons, as .well «s the nar- 
f ure <of the soil, must materially differ. 

i It has been asserted by an American author, that 
no less than three millions of these trees are an* 
nually destroyed in clearing the lands in the State 
of New York alone, and it is surprising that so va^ 
biable an article of commerce should have escaped 
the observation of the American settlers for so long 
a time. The Sugar produced in three of the Ame- 
idcan States only, has for some years past amounted 
annu^ly to seven millions of pounds. These three 
States are,. Ohio, Kentucky, and Vermont. Those 
humane advocates for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, the Quakers, instituted a society some years 
ago for the sole .purpose of bringing this most ex*- 
oellent, and long neglected production of the eartk. 
to perfection ; and it is undoubtedly owing to their 
efforts that we are at the present moment able to 
appreciate its value. 

The infinite labour with which the Sugar Cane is 
propagated, the barbarous traffic it occasions, and 
its being liable to receive injury from insects, ^nd 
unfavourable jseasons, all point out the superiority ' 
of the Maple, whidi is procured almost without - 
culture, flourishes for four centuries, and requires ' 
no pr^aratory care before the sap rises. Each treo, 
without injury to itself, yields upwards of twaity ' 
gallons of juice, which, according to later calcula-^' 
tiftns than Dr. Rush's, may produce seven or eight * 
pounds of Sugar. The sap has the additional ad<^ 



mUnUige of being produced in the months of Fe^ 
][>ru^y and. March, when there certainly is a cessa- 
tion from the more important occupations of rural 
^dustry. • 

Some ffew years ago, a Mr. Brinkur, of Philadei^ 
phia, made sixty barrels ttf /Maple Sugar on his own 
^tate on the J>elaware. He published a IVeatisfe 
jPB the best maiinev of mannfaeturing it ; and a Mr, 
Penmngtony who had been an^ eminent refiner in 
the West Indies, deelai*ed this Sugar to be equal ia 
^.respects to Aat produced fvoBi the Sugar Cane* 

jSeyeral of •thesei^cts are to be found in Brissotl^ 
Toiir through jthe Uuited Stsates of America ; who, be^ 
fore he ^gaged ia ^he sanguinary politics of France, 
i^lch. finally led to his dtegrace and death, had 
devoted hiinself to those pursuits ^ which promoted 
the interest aad happiness of .his fellow-<;reatureSy 
md entitled him to the name of a philanthropist, 
3pealdng of the Sugar Maple he thus express^ 
himself. " Whenever there shall be. found from 
^^ the nortii to the south an ardent emulation to 

multiply < this divme tree^ and especially - when it 

shall become a sort of tmpkty to destroy it, not 
^* only may America supply herself, but she may 

also fill the markets of !l&irope with a Sugar, the 

low .price of which -would n»n the trade .^ of the 
^^ WestJndia Islands, in a produce washed with the 
'^ blood and tears pf slp^ves ! What an extensive 
f ^ effect would it besides have, were this tr^e to be 
f^ naturalized throughout all Europe !" > 

There can be no douht of its flourishing well in 
most soils in England. It might be planted in 
gardens or orchards^ so as not to injure the growth 
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of ve^eUtbies or {^listartige iladeniMtiif ACQOfcttflg 
to Brissot^ the tTMS^ uMlit yMAg, Urotllc} pfodttoe 
Ifaroe poitzute of Sug&r^ The cnqis too wcmld ba 
certain, as they would not, like fruit trees, g^A^ 
fully 6d plaQt^ be liable to bore tbidt- p#d4ace 
injured by blights and vimable Bkmoa^ i md it boa 
been fouad that tihe sap has been s^eeltr, and pt(9^. 
diiced in greater abnndaaiee, in pfopoftieii to tbe 
quan^y of anow whioh has falteA in the wtatM*, 
In this respect our oUmate woold be «^ll a^ptet) 
$o it. It 18 eaey $o dilenlate boW ^ofltabte an acKe 
itf grotind would b^oonie} far^ afteil$tlog that twa 
liundred trew might be planted tipon it^ sinee 
$we&ty yards would leave vuffioiiciit fipApe betireeh 
Ihem, ti^nd allqfwiiig only eii(-penoe pfr |^0uttd fSr 
^ SngBT^ it wonld at least pny twenty p<rtindii ati- 
Iffoaily^ in addition to the other crops iHii^ might 
|»e raite4 ^POQ H- B«t the most tiigible ph«D 
frould be to plaAt them upon waste land, nnfit for 
any other purpo^^ in bedge^rows or ^y^nues aloiig 
the sides vi tumpike-roadis, and iti dmameistai 
plaiitations. Many millions of trees lire annually 
planted for the latter purpose, whic^ apemot boast 
0i superior beauty tb t^$ Mapte, tifod are kifitutely 
Inferior in point of vali)$, since the wood U prtfer- 
fifaAe to beeoh for turners, and is ift :gMKt raqtieigt 
by oabinet-ixiakeni, for inlayitig; 9;A^ also by the 
imakict^ of musical instrumewts^ and fw ei^ety ^fih^ 
sort of wiOrk, where light ^isid beauli^ wood is re- 
quisite. It will receive any sort of stain, and by 
that means be made to resemble satiin of tulip- 
wood, for which such high prices are gitefi/ It lb 
not an impvoi^bto conjtctare that ^e pttietafis 
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bjr the axe itngftt coodace to fotta tbpse knots wl 
ilnduiated 41069 so Aiuch ddmited by tbe RomanSi 
sad that we niigbt th«i beoome as imxious f or th4 
possesion of the BrascHta and MolhtiSGUifi as they 
were. TbA renval of this ttete would at least have 
the saaetibtt of h«in^ adopted from the moeit vo^ 
toptuoul^ people that eVer liYed. But thef e is ano^ 
ther prop^ty in tlie trood of the Maple, ififinitely 
eaf^erior to wl^ has yet heea tneaf ioned, its ukle^ 
<Hnt9fibie qntiiHyi ]>0nota, ^i fa&i travels through 
Ugn^pii ^v^ sufioidnt eVidfboe of this. Speakt^ 
lo»f sosne of the M(M antient Egjrpiitm etroctureSy 
heeajrS) ^' The^ooris 6f these fdificds may gite bat 
'' idea of ffae thraJbilily of the Mople wood, Whidh 
^^ rdmaias twaltefed, wkibt the iroi work lias 
^ jrMded to tim^ imd djsaf peartd entirely^** Ag<^ 
jK^m^ he yiiSited tlie toatbs at llietieft, be relatoi^ 
4kmt iie m*t with BiTnittes eut ih the wQod of the 
Sffciamwt^ or Maple, which r^tnained io an unpe^f 
fishabk <st0ie after a }a^$e 4if fol*ty oenturies, or fou^ 
ibamsmnd ytam 1 if tibe Maplp can be eoaiyerted t4 
eoffiHB of the puTposl^s lor which otic is usfed, tiM 
ifaiekaesB of it^ frowth wc;t4d mq^ke it e:i0reniel^ 
talu^Eble; 

To ^ooore llie eap in th^ ^qfoaatity wlw6h hAt 
kein desoribtfll^ it is ioiMy deoetealy to nUke ah it.^ 
teUan in the ttfee with ao a)se or at^or, when the 
eaj^ begifltt to liiein f^l^arytor Mandi. The iat^ 
p&v iHitthod Is ifenei^ly ^refei^ed^ beiMt«se tt saiall 
spout can be better "fboid hi it) aiidlte indsio^ 
Ihd^ild hot penttrate more thoh tiro itiehes Into the 
timod« Alter otle -sidb of tihe trte lihs given out ail 
lti| la^ tl^Tbrerse svde tff itis to be treated in th« 
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game ^ way. In America tfiey collect the sap in ' 
wooden vessels^ and boil it as fast as tipey can col* 
iect it in sufficient quantities until it is reduced by 
evaporation to the consistence of Sugar. Perhaps 
a more expeditious, and consequently a better pro- 
cess than this might be found out in this country, 
and' the Sugar might even be refined by the same 
operation which would separatent. 

It may be alleged that by naturaUzing this tree 
in England, we should destroy a branch of com^ 
merce with the West-India Islands, which depend 
upon us for the consumption of their produce, and 
which in fact, by the heavy duties imposed upon it^ 
affords a prodigious increase ctf revenuei to this 
country. Let it^ however, be renokembwed, that 
the period may not be very far distant when these 
Islands may become s^pendages to other Statei^ 
and that it may then be of importance to this na^ 
tion to possess within itself a produce for which 
immense «ums must otherwise revert into fomgn 
hands. It has been predicted, and nothing seems 
more likely that whenever America becomes ' a 
maritime power, which in process of time may 
probably be the case, her first conquests will be * 
the Islands so immediately bordering on her own 
Continent. And should the resolutions of the ' 
Ammcans for the suppression of the Slave Trade 
continue to be enforced, this countiy would eveur * 
tually have to depend upon the produce of the Su-^ 
gar Maple cultivated in America. 

None will think these conjectures improbable or 
extitivagant, who have heard of the deprivations 
the French have endured for the want cf that firsf^ 



lft!tttries^ Su^ar^ o^ the prettiiuins which 
tti*ir g&v6i*tiMelit hsrtre ofibred for the dis«)Very of 
miuddedatltoill lamong My of their owii production!^. 
Could BlissOt-^Ottld tttiy oiie baTC believed before 
the Franeh ri^volution, that it traft po^i^ibte for them 
to be ent off so efltec^ually from thld article of co^ 
lottial ^rodace) Wheb Brisisot rec6«^m^ed the 
imltiVation Of the {Sugar Ma]^ in J^rance;, he had 
in view ^a advantage of hii^ oo^iatry, with respect 
tb its reveilile«^Htiot the possibility of its iVants; 
Md had his fdeM at that pet4od beett adofited, and 
the Sugar Maple theti beea introduced into France^ 
the trees^ which are large enough for the extractioa 

«f8a^ te'lMa tAiab i^irenty y^ars^ would by this 
tiftie have trfRta^ded them trbat they have vainly 
beefi e^leav^iiiig to obtalm ft'om the Beet-root 
{L ^. Matigel Wttrt»el)^ theit fbkin8y &c. &c. 

Were the eicperinient to be made in England, it 
ifrtmld al^vays be iil the povirer 6f government to 
dhedk its progress, Or turn it to advantage, as the 
«»c%enciei^ of the times required. But it is possible 
that theMiaj^ of the Maple might even be converted 
to a more valuable purpose than extracting Sugar 
from it. Why may not a liquid, so richly impreg^ 
nated with a saccharine substance, form the basis 
of aft exeellent wine? On the authority of Dn 
Tongue, we see that ale has been prepared from the 
cawtmon Sycamore *, and Dr. Willich informs us in 
hifl ttofit ekeeUent work, the Domestic Enyclopsb^ 

* A curiouB fact has been communicated temeby a person on whose 
information I can rely. Observing^ the abundance of sap which was 
produced in .the Sycamore Tree, he was tempted, by way of experi- 
ment, to ingraft an Apple Scion upon it The eflFect exceeded his ex- 
pectationsy for the fruit was not only very large, and of a very finefla* 

F 
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dia^ that the Highlanders of Scotlaad make* a 
wholesome and pleasant beverage from it. The 
sap of the Sugar Maple, with the addition of the 
juice of the grape, or some other of our fruits^ 
might form a liquor very different, and less excepti- 
onablein point of fermentation, than the wines which 
liave hitherto been made in England. There would 
be little <fifficulty in procuring plaats of the Sugar 
Maple from America ; ships frequently arrive from 
thence at Liverpool, in three weeks : a shorter pe^ 
riod than plants pan be procured from the nurseries 
about London^ in some of the remote counties in 
England. r 

If so laudable a motive as the opening a new 
source of wealth to this country, cannot stimulate 
those who have sufficient influence to accomplish 
it ; individuals, to .whom in fact we generally owe 
the introduction of our most valuable acquisitions, 
may be tempted to possess themselves of a do<- 
mestic luxury, the use of which is at present assor 
ciated with reflections which are revolting to hu- 
manity, and the finer sympathies of our q^ure ** 

Tpur, but the young tree aJso grew so rapidly, as to surprise every one 
ifvho saw it. As there are some Counties in England where the Apple 
T/ee cannot be made to flourish, this circumstance may suggest a very 
useful and valuable prooesa, for the Sycamore will grow in any soil. 

* The present high price of Sugar, whether occasioned by real scar«. 
eity, monopoly, or our disagreement with America, adds another for- 
cHMe inducement for the.culture of the Sugar ^faple in England^ as it 
proves that it is possible for us to be deprived of this luxury, unless pro- 
cured at an enormous expense* 
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ESSAY. 



ON THE AKnaumr of 



STONEHENGE. 



At a time when sdence is throwing light over the 
obscnrity of past ages, and the traveller and the 
antiquary are exploring distant countries to bring 
forward to our view those monuments^ ^^ the re- 
cords of former times^** which the labour and inge- 
nuity of man has raised to perpetuate the grandeur 
of nations whose very names are nearly forgotten^ 
it is to be regretted that a structure which is found 
on our own island*^ more curious perhaps in its 
design^ and claiming an equal degree of antiquity^ 
should no longer excite attention^ or be thought 
worthy of investigation. The superstitious history 
which Geoffry of Monmouth gave of Stonehenge^ 
and the no less fabulous accounts of some succeed- 
ing authors^ have been no farther improved upon 
than by conjectures on the derivation of the name. 
By the antient Britons it was called '^ Choir Gour^** 
or the Giant*s Dance^ a proof that no tradition of 
its origin remained ai that time, although ascribed 
by some writers to their Dioiids; and that the 

* This Essay was prepared for Uie Press befbre the Author of it had 
aeen or heard of Sir Ridiard Colt Hoare*8 learned Work on the Anti« 
quities of Wiltshire. Had his design been known before the publica- 
tioQ of it, this Tract would ha?e been depOKtted in his hai|,ds» as tha 
most sacnra plaoa for candid in?estigation and elucidation. 
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Structure was then thought so wonderful, that it 
could only have been raised, by supernatural means* 
The present name, Stonehenge, is admitted to be 
of Saxon origin^ and signifies a ^tone gallows^ 
which defeats the assertions of those authors who 
say it was built by Hengi«t ; as the idea evidently 
arose from the resemblance the transverse stones 
have to a gallows, and he would unquestionably 
have given it a name more appropriate to the purr 
pose for which it was built. Iflere then is another 
proof that at that period no tradition had been pre- 
served of the use, or age of this extraordinary 
structure. Had Stonehenge been used as a temple 
for religious rites, or remained in a perfect state at 
the time the RomaniS first visited Britain, some ac-* 
count would have been given of it by their wi'iters; 
nor would the mechanical skill of the people who 
could move such prodigious bodies and elevate 
them so as to fix them where they now rest, have 
escaped their attention, or commendation. At 
that time it was probably in its present state, neg- 
lected by the inhabitants, and not pointed out 
by them to the invaders as an object of curiosity 
or use. Stability in their buildings seems to have 
been the essential feature in remote ages ^ ; and 
we cannot but reflect how many centuries must 
have elapsed to bring such a structure as this to 
decay, and how many more to involve it in 

* Denon, in his Description of the Egyptian Edifices, remarki that 
the most stupendous monuments he saw were all rafsed by the antient 
Egyptians; and adds — « The vanity of erecting colossal edifices was 
** the first consideration of opulence, before the Arts had arisen to per- 
** fection. Their ruins give a striking picture of the eternity which 
•• they wished to give to their architecture.** 



obUvioQ ! But in whateyep ^e S^on^hmg^ "wu 

erected, the is][q;nd must hate been pofmlous a.»4 
flomiishingi aiid the natives iu some me^^ure ao 
quaiated with tb^^^rts. A natioa must hate arisen far 
above the stag^ of barbarismi befot^e they could bc^ 
gin to construct monuments for posterity, or under- 
stand bow to erect buildings wiiich may resist the 
elements, or defeat the ravages of time. From this 
rank as a nation, the Britons must have fallen long 
before the Romans visited the island. Such is the 
fate of empires ! Such the mutable progressipa 
from ages of darkness to splendour — ^from kaow^ 
ledge and refinement, to ignorance and oblivion ! 
• The late Mr. Waiitire, who travelled over this 
kingdom some few years past, and read Leeturea o« 
Astronomy and Mechawcs, had devoted much of 
his time and attention to the study of Stonefaenge, 
for be was a man of classical taate as well as unir 
vei sal knowledge. His JLecture upon Stonehengo 
can never be effaced from the memory . of; those wh9 
heard it. It was original, impressive,/ and too in* 
teresti]»g to be forgotten ! 

He exhibited two models of Stonefaenge; ono< 
as the structure now appears, and the other aa it 
stood when it was first erected ! and to shew the 
latter, he had nothing more to do than to raisQ 
those stones which have fallen down, and place 
them in his model q» they originally stood. Ho 
believed Stonehehge to have been intended not 
merely as a temple for reKgiont rites, but as a 
place of grand assemblage for the chiefis of tho 
natioii on extraordinary occasions; and that th9 
tAro outwurd circles were designed to divide tiM 
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niiiltltade accof dinf to their different degrees in tli<» 
order of societyf for be found tho innermost circle 
so sing^arly constructed/or spea/dt^, that a p^iv 
son who placed himself aj;ainst one of the stones^ 
(I believe that which was designed for the altar) 
could be heard distinctly on the inside of the circle^ 
whilst not one word could be distinguished by those 
who surrounded it; each pillar, or more properly 
speaking, stone, being so placed, that the soundi 
reverberated back, and produced all the effect of a 
solid building. But the most curious circumstance 
in this gigantic structure, and which seems to have 
escaped the notice of all former observers, is^ its 
having been designed also for astronomical pur* 
poses» and being so constructed that it is a per^ 
pHual calendar of the motions of the Heavenly 
bodies. Not a single stone is without its use at 
this day, and so will ever remain, allowing for the 
change in the situation of the constellations by the 
procession of the equinoxes! In the approach to 
the building, which forms a sort of avenue, there 
is an immense stone in an inclined position, gene* 
rally supposed to have sunk into the ground, and 
to hftve lost its perpendicular line from accident, or 
time. This is not the case, for the stone was so 
placed for the purpose of making Lunar observa* 
tions, and more than one half of it, immense as it 
Ss^ is sunk into the ground, to preserve it in its 
present position. Mr. Warltire examined the whole 
of the adjacent country, to ascertain, if possible, 
the place from whence these ponderous stones were 
brought^ and discovered similar ones at the distance 
of about fifteen miles. His search was rewarded^ 
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and bis conjectures confirfned, by finding a broken 
ime in a direct line between tbe two places^ lying in 
a small rivulet, where it has ever since remained, 
and probably ever will remain, as no power we now 
make use of could remove it. This fragment i» cut 
in the propar shape for the place intended for it. 
The identical stone which was afterwards taken to 
Stonehenge to supply its place, he readily found 
out by comparing the measure with the one he saw 
in the stream. 

As we know of no mechanical power equal to 
that of the lever, may it not be an allowable con- 
jecture that a CQE^biBed and multiplied use of it, by 
sodfie contrivance now unknown, aided by a com--^^ 
bination of human strength also, were the means 
employed to raise such enormous masses as ar^ 
found in the antient l^gyptian edifices, and Stone^ 
henge. It is much more probable that some mode 
ki which the lever was employed, should have been 
lost in the lapse of ages, than that any simple 
power so wonderful in its operations, should have 
been forgotten. Perhaps the cause might be as- 
cribed to the increasing value of labour, which 
might render the expense too enormous to continue 
the practice of such a style of building. If these 
suppositions are admitted, what an infinite number 
of hands must have been employed to remove the 
immense bodies which are found at Stonehenge ! — 
And how nicely adapted to each other must every 
movement have been. Imagination can scarcely do 
justice to such a scene! The surrounding plains 
must have been covered with people, all busied, and 
their operations directed to a given point! The 
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t2 ro*H9 Ajffi 

4 

meaQ9 of coUec^ng such a forae, cwm^t but striku 

y9 with swprisfi^ if we r^0^t Itot £^wwd tb^ 
Third, whea be W9& budding WiadsQr Caatl^i 
qpyJ^d nat. proQur^ a sufl^iwt nuQibflr of woi4(niw 
tQ ftftisb it^ a^d ww under ^b« iieB«i»ty of Issoii^ 
iqt^prefs wwviSVts in s«vei*a} din^nt covnties, m 

^er to profiww tb^iSt 

Mr* Warlt^r^ said, that the 0iff& of Strniehengo 
vp^gH b§ ^pQvrately HQQwn, by oaloulating tb« de* 
viation of the altar from due east, to whiob it had 
^questionably pqiated^ when the pile was erected^ 
M the aumb^ of degrees ^ it now ^vted ft*oiii that 
pointy would give the number <if yean it had beei|. 
CQni^tr\^cted. He said these were oircumstanoes which 
V^duQ^d tQ tb@ belief that th^i island had formerly 

_ \ 

* The discovery of the method of calculating^ the Cbrpnojogy of 
Time was left Ibr t\ie oemprehensive mind of Sir Isaac Newton : Astro- 
vomica) ebfervationi seem to )iave cQiidvdted him to this sat^limf 
study. The Aptieuts had obyer^ed sQme ch9t^e in fh^ c^ivit^imi0i|(|g 
with respect to the Equinoxes 3 but they were no less pfiistsvl^en in their 
astronomical calculations, than they^were in that of their system of 
Natural Pfailosophy. Sir Isaac N#wtoQ« by determining tbe ftgure of 
the £art(i, explained the cause qf t\\e revolution of \}$^ S^Minfixaf^i 
and it is now known, that besides its i^nnual and diu^pal ipption| thQ 
£arth has also a third reyoUition, that of its Poles having a very slow 
Mtrograd^ motion fr^m east to y^^^ vvhenee it happens tfaat their posi- 
tion does pot every day ei^actly corre^pQpd ^i^^ tlic> pame p^iptin tl^ 
Heavens. The entire revqlution of the Polef is performed in twepty* 
five thousand nine hundred years. Now, as ^very sign of the Zodiac 
contains thirty d^vees, and every degree is equivalent to seventy-tw^ 
years, \he only thing necessary tq settle thi^ ChrQUQlqgy is to otD^ifVt^ 
through what star the colure of the Equinox passes, and where it in^ 
tersects,at this time, the Ecliptic in the Spring; and then to discover 
ip any antieot Writer, in wbs^t point the Ecliptic was intersected is 
his time by the samf; colure of the Eg^ipoi^es. Should the A\W i^ 
Stpneiienge be found to have deviated forty-five de^^rees from wl^t i^ 
now due east^ la that case^ according to the foregoing calculation^ tl^ 
^^ucture nipsCbiivq i^n raided tlirae thMsand two hundred and ftiitf 
^ears ago. 



Veen QoI<>«»e4 Uom^ or b»4 &w wterQovrse with» 
tli« i^t«m W^K'ld; m m »Qma of tbo Indian m^ 
9Q^ript»t puWiaha4 by Sir WUliftm JQne«> iin Wf 
A«i»tH^ Misi;9U^m% tb^re wore obferY^iQ^s on tbfi 

49Up9#8 of ilte rnwn, mMch cQufd kw^ b^m madet 

from m i/f^(^ ^H ^ th^ fQr4h tfmtn Ston^henge^ 

fQU94^ ji«ggestio»9, it may aot be tbotijg^ht too 9x* 
tr^TB^ajiit 9.n i<j[«a to plpx^^ tb^ erectipB of Stoa^ 
bei\f e tp tbat fira wb«n (be %yptiaqs are i$uppQQe4 
tQ bavf} r^^ th# aimQfiit indesitruetible monument^ 
9f tbw ^lory. Tb* i»ovi»g and ^lay^^iag Ja;pg« 

\K)4i«A mwfl have bejw weU TOdwefteort by tbewi, 
jUid it )9 s|«gii)ar tbat tbie prtooiple in meQbaniQ^ 
s^muld b« tout ^0 tbflm« a» wall as to us, Deponj 
^pca^Viag of tb« ppPtico of Hermopolis^ exqlainiJi 
vitb th« wergy of tbo^e feelings wbiqb tbe sigbt of 
it ipupir^da " Tbat th^ pr^eat raqp of 91911 migb^ 
^^ WU^^Q it to be th<^ work of a God * !" 

Tbe firsjf; a^cotjut wi^ bave of any intercour&a 
IbetweQn the Biativcs of tbi» inland, and any distant 
nsliaoR^ is that of tbe Phc^nicians and Tyrians hay^ 
ling tiradfid to tba eoast of Cornwall for tini but it 
4oe» «ot foiilow tbat tli^y werQ tbe first people wI\q 

• Mpiisieur At F- S«int Fpad, i» hU Tour thrppgb England to tlje 
I,fUnd pf St^figr, in tb^ Hebiidej, r^mark^ th^t in tbe antient City of 
St^riiw^f ^b^r^ tbQ Scgttifb Kipg« resided formerly, bf ww lingular 
antigua Ba9«Q-reU^TQ9 io ntqu^, fi^Led in old waU9» aad that tbeite pi^ce» 
of sculpture bad tbe ^i^aranc^ of sepulchral monuqientst r^semblin^ 
thott^ 9f fJgJ^Rt^ M tb^y cquaistfd pf figures Wf^pped np in a cpyeriug. 
\i}i% t^^ aw^tbifm; Qf w^iji^iiuei^i and that the]f have »» evident reiiiBBir 
blapv^ tQ tjb<)i>^. ia Malta, which aro believed to have had an (^gypti^i^ 
qriglR. Th# 6Am^ iplefi^stiq^ Author Ineutio^a a <?ircle of immeukf 
ij^QDes ^hi h tb^y »vci on th^ raad, biit which^ mpposing it tp b^ 
merely a Druidical Tefnple» they un^rtiin^t^ly quHt^ nfitbout fi^iiiiT 
natioQ. Farther on, hovrever,^ at Aehoacregs, tb^y came \q a rerj 
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discovered it. Thdr skill in nerlgation it hM been 
said did not much extend beyond that of coastings, 
and it i» therefore improbable that they should first 
have* traversed the Mediterranean and British seas 
in search of articles of commerce. The fame of 
the island^ and the mines it contained, must havef 
reached them before they would venture upon »ueb 
a voyage. The first great maritime power that 19 
known to have existed, were the Malayans. The 
inhabitants of this peninsula, according to Eastern 
records, once possessed the sovereignty of the seas : 
and it is an extraordinary proof how long national 
characteristics prevail, that to this day the Malaya 
neamen are preferred to all others in the East. If 
the having sailed round the Gape be denied them^ 
they might have penetrated' into Egjrpt, and from 
thence have navigated the Mediterranean and Bri-- 
tish seas, for the purpose of making discoveries. 
This ia better suited to the genius of such a bold 
and adventurous people as they are then repre- 
sented to have been, than to the Tyrians and Phoe^ 
nicians ; and as the Sciences are said to have tra- 
velled westward, they might have introduced into 
those countries which they visited, a knowledge of 

large tingre colamn, lying flat on the groand, and broken in the mid- 
dle; oh measuring it» they found it to be twenty-two feet long. He 
•ays their guide ascribed its erection to Ossian. ** Never was there a 
*^ person/* said he, ^* who conld moTe this vast stone except OsAian* 
^ and now that an earthquake has laid it flat, no one in the World can 
^ set it up again I** Between Kirdally and Kingshom he afso saw 
three upright rude pillars, measuring fifteen feet above the ground, 
and ofconstderable thickness; he thinks them of the most remote an* 
tiqu)ty,and urges the Society of Antiquarians in Edinburgh, to engage 
in an investigation of them. What would such an acute observer have 
faid if he had beheld Stonehenge? 
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'Afltrooon^ and the Arts. Conjectures like these 
ought not to be ridiculed as absurdities when they 
are supported by customs and buildings in the East^ 
which bear a strict analogy to those within these 
kingdoms. 

The custom of trying criminals by the ordeal of 
fire and water, as was practised by our Saxon an* 
'oestovs, prevails amongst the Malayans to this day. 
Lord Valentia found at Bhaugalpore two round 
towers, so perfectly resembling those in Ireland^ 
which have so much engaged the attention of the 
curious as to place it beyond a doubt that they 
were constructed for the same purpose, whatever 
that might have beai, although there does not 
«xist in either caunity any tradition concerning 
them: and at Benares he says the Hindoos cele- 
brate the return of the vernal equinox, by an 
^nusement similar to what is termed in England 
making April fools. Lord Valentia remarks, that 
as the periods for celebration so nearly coincide, 
for their festivals are always at the same season^ 
he thinks it points out a remarkable connection be* 
twMn the antient religion of Europe and that of the 
peninsula. Certainly these curious facts may be 
admitted in support of the opinion that an inter* 
course must have existed at some very remote pe* 
riod, between these distant nations : — but stronger 
than aU is Mr. Warltire*s assertion with respect to 
the eclipses. 

If so powerful a nation as the antient Malayans, 
who inhabited a fine country and climate, and were 
surrounded by rich islands, whose produce they 
could command by their superior skill in naviga- 
tioui should have sunk into insignificance^ we can* 



pot wQnder thftt Britain shffidd tiave CaQai lalo 
giniilso* obsonrity for a Ume« Whatever we view in 
thQ natural worlds U in a eonatant progressive 
fttatQ-^firsit, towards pepf^ctioPi md next to decay; 
and thus in the moral worlds the torch of Sewnce 

way have been UgUtwt^extingnishedr-'and r©-illu- 
mined !-^ 

To tho^e who are disinoUned to admit of eoi^ee^ 
tur^i when the page of History i3 blanks and the 
ob^Qurity of pai^t age8 impenetrable^ tbi^ imperfect 
jS^isay may at \^^t afford oause (oft enqmiriesy from 
which proQ/s may be obtained. The Aatronomer 
may satisfy himself and the world with respect to 
the eclipses mentioned in the Aaiatio Rc^earohes^ 
as well as that of the structure having been d&. 
signed to point out the motion of the heavenly bo^ 
dies^ and form a perpetual calendar ; and he ma^^ 
according to the rale giv^, if he is not too sMpti^ 
cal to allow that the altar must have pointed doe 
east at its erection, calculate the age of this woiu 
derful pile!-~The Antiquarian may also search for 
the broken fragment which lies in the little rivulet,, 
and asooi tain the troth of the other observations. 

Stoneheuge ought certainly to eiccite our stron^i* 
est interest. It is the only national monument of 
remote antiquity of which we can boast ;-^^be only 
feature by which we can judge of the skilly popula-^ 
tion^ and political importance of our ancestors. If 
we can trace its origin to such a distant period as 
the preceding account is intended to establifih^ 
Britain must have held a high rank formerly in the 
scale of nations; and have only arisen from ob^ 
semrity to renewed splendour. 
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ESSAY. 



SOME ACCOUNT OP 

jm JVSTIENT CAVERN, 

» 
jLATELY DISCOVERED AT BURCOTT, NEAR BRIDGKORTH^ 

AND. SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN A TEMPLE CONSE^ 

-CRATED T6 THE PURPOSE OF OFf BRING I^UMAK 

iACRt^lCES TO *rtE 6EltY. 



Adjoining to the spot whete this Cavern has re- 
cently been discovered, is a common, calleaSoudley, 
on which some vestiges of encampmetits, or very 
dtttient buildings are to be traced. Mr. Mardwick 
of Bnrcott, having employed some workmen %& 
remove isoil from the side of a hill, they came td; 
a cavern 6f some extent, which has, however, more 
the appearance of a natoral cavity in the rock, than 
to have been formed by art. The rock is composed 
of red-sand stone, with strata of white marl run- 
ning across it. Here they found several human 
skeletons, as well a$ those of various other animals. 
The human bones were scattered about, and those 
which lay on a stratum of the white marl, were in 
perfect preservation, especially the teeth, which had 
not lost their enamel. It is a moi^t extraordinary 
fact, that in each of the human hedds, the lower 
jaw-bones were wanting; and from the upper jaT^ 
some of the front teeth had invariably been re- 
moved. That the latter circumstance had not been 
occasioned by accident^ or decay, was sufficiently 
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evident^ as diie of the subjects was young, the 
hindermost teeth, or as they are commonly called, 
the wise teeth, having but just began tc^ appear. 
One skull was found forced into a crevice of the 
rock. It lay on the marly stratum, and was filled 
with marl and the shells of snails. The t^eth were 
in the highest degree of preservation, with the ex- 
ception of two of them having been taken from the 
front, as had been observed in the other skulls.— 
The lower jaw-hone wa9 also wanting. An hearth, 
on which fire had been burned, was very visible^ 
and on it were found two flints, and some pieces of 
charcoal made from the wood of the oak* The 
bones of the animals were those of the deer, a pig^ 
a sheep, and two dogs. 

. "That the opening to this Cavern has been filled 
up with soil, either by accident, or for the purposes 
of concealment, is evident ; and that it could not 
have been a human habitation is equally apparent. 
Had it been such, and the entrance suddenly closed 
by the falling in of part of it, there woidd have 
been some appearance of broken culinary utensils, 
or furniture, none of which were discovered. The 
skeletons also would have been found entire, the 
bones have lain regularly, and no part of them, 
such as the teeth and under jaw-bones have been 
missing. 

Although the accounts we have of the manner of 
offering up human sacrifices in the ages of super* 
stition are very obscure, yet some authors have re-, 
lated, that the unfortunate objects so immolated, 
were frequently deprived of part of their limbs; 
and that it was customary to sacrifice different amk^ 
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msAs at tke same time^ No sacfa sacrifices, how* 
«¥er, have taken place ia this iskmd for near twenty 
centuries past. 

The Braids, we are told, always chose retired 
places foi* their mysterious and barbarous ceremo* 
nies; but a Cavern like this, could not have been 
^ temple of regular resort. As vestiges of an en* 
campment are visible near to it, it is more probable 
that it was used as a temporary altar, and that the 
skeletons found were those of victims offered up 
for the success of a depending battle, or as a mark 
of horrible exultation over a fallen ^nemy! And 
probably when it was no longer used, the cavity 
might have been closed up to conceal the rites 
which had been performed. 

It isvknown that near to this spot some memo* 
rable battles have been fought. A fordable pass 
across the Worfe, not far distant, retains the name 
of Hallon's Ford to this day, in remembrance of a 
British prince of that name who is said to have 
fallen there. About twmty years ago some men 
were employed to dram a meadow on the banks of 
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the Worfe, who found about eight feet below the 
surface of the earth, a thong of the skin of some 
animal, on which there were hung small round 
pieces of gold, with suns, moons, battle axes, and 
chariot wheels, rudely delineated upon them. The 
man took it to Mr. Bromwich, at that time vu^ar of 
Worfield, who, not being an Antiquarian, after 
having examined it, gave back this curious record 
of former ages to the workmen. His parochial du«- 
ties calling him soon afterwards to Lichfield, he 
mentioned the circumstance to Dr« Green, the ce^ 
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lebr&ted <Mlleotot of . antiquitin^ ttidfeiMit to' {ifK 
great chagrin that it wat a 6ek ^f mukory^ which 
would have been invaluable in the tfotire stale in 
Which ha described ii Tfawe belt^^ oiP gii'dles^ 
were worn by pensons of di$tiftction previous to the 
knowledge of printing of writing, tO preterve the 
remembrance of i-eftiarkableevefrtsi the figiura of 
the sun having been deisigntd t6 denote the year> 
the mOoik that of the months ; and the intertetdlig; 
signs of battle^xeft^ wheils^ &Cw j[)ointed out the 
Occurrences which had taken plate between thodfe 
periods* As Priiicd Hallon w»^ the chief pefBdfi 
who fell iti this battle, it is probable that it b€*- 
longed to him. Dr. Green besought Mr. Bro^Wtch 
to spare neither trouble nor expence in tecovering 
the whole> or any part of so precious a rdic of an- 
tiquity, and in this nearch the Writer of this Eitsay 
assisted him; but all toquirki were fruitiest. Thd 
workmen judging of the ralu^ of it from the littte 
attention paid to it by Mr. Bromwid^^ had given 
these small ornaments to the children of the cotta^ 
^rs where they lodged, as play'^tfaidgs^ and not one 
of them could be found* 

The bone6^ and other curiosities found in the 
Cavern at Bureott, are carefully preserved by Mr. 
Hardwick for the inspection ei the curious. 
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